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BMS Collects 2,520 Items 
for Food Drive

8th  Grade Wins Food Drive  Contest
 I n a n e f f o r t t o r a i s e 
awareness and help feed families 
in our area, BMS participated in 
a food drive sponsored by Fox 
14Õs ÒFeed the Four StatesÓ 
program and raised over 2,520 
items.  
 Ò I n e v e r e x p e c t e d o u r 
students to surpass their goal by 
such a large amount.  We have 
some great kids and teachers with 
big hearts at BMS,Ó said Mrs. 
Kellum.
 T o g e t m o r e s t u d e n t s 
involved, Student Council decided 
to make the food drive a contest 
between grades. The goal for the 
middle school was 1,500 items. 
Dur ing the two week per iod, 
students were asked to bring in 
any type of non-perishable food 
item for the drive.  

 The 8th grade class won the 
contest with a total of 1,008 
items, 7th grade had 898, and the 
6th grade contributed 614 items 
which made a total of 2,520 food 
items from the middle school.
 Students understood that some 
families have nothing to eat and 
they brought something from every 
category including muffin mix, 
i n s t a n t p o t a t o e s , c a n n e d 
vegetables, soup, etc.
 ÒI am so proud of our BMS 
kids for working so hard to give 
back to our community.  There are 
so many families who are having 
financial trouble during this 
economic crunch and this food will 
certainly help those families in 
need,Ó said Mrs. Kellum.
  Faculty members from BMS got 
involved as well by donating food 
and asking local grocers to donate 
items.  



Feature. If you know someone who 
should be the next issues teacher 
feature drop their name off to 
Mrs. Hunt.
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By Tyler Minor

 T h i s m o n t h Õ s s t u d e n t 
spotlight is Jacob Bowles, 8 th  
grade.
 Bowles was born in Belle Plain, 
KS on December 13, 1995. His 
favorite food is Mexican. His 
f a v o r i t e t y p e o f m u s i c i s 
Christian. Bowles favorite class 
is history. His great grandpa 
inspires him. 
 Bowles lifts weights in his 
spare time. His favorite book is 
All Quiet on the Western Front . 
If he could go anywhere in the 
world it would be Ireland. His 
favorite thing about BMS is 
w e i g h t l i f t i n g . H e p l a y s 
football at BMS. Saving Private 
R y a n i s 
h i s 
f a v o r i t e 
movie.
 Ò M y 
advice to 
k i d s i s 
that they 
should not 
drink and 
d r i v e , Ó 
s a i d 
B o w l e s . 

H i s 
f a v o r i t e 
teacher at 
BMS is Mr. 
R e c t o r . 
B o w l e s Õ 
f a v o r i t e 
c o l o r i s 
r e d . 
BowlesÕ favor i te ho l iday is 
Chr istmas. I f he could meet 
anyone in the world it would be 
General George S. Patton, who led 
the western task force in WW2.
 Congratulations Jacob Bowles 
for being this monthÕs Student 
Spotlight. If you know someone 
who is an outstanding student and 
should be the next student 
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Teacher Feature
by Rima Rikat

 Mrs. Crockett is the 7 th  and 
8th  grade Social Studies teacher.
  Mrs. Crockett was born in 
Baxter Springs, Kansas. She has 
t h r e e c h i l d r e n , J o n o , 1 6 , 
sophomore who goes to BHS, Ethan, 
14, 8 th grade at BMS, and Preston 
11 , who i s i n 5 th  g rade a t 
Central.
 When asked if she played and 
activities with her family she 
said ÒWe love to play games like 
C l u e , S c a t t e r g o r i e s , a n d 
c a r d s . T h e 
boys are in 
sports, so 
we a lways 
go to their 
games.Ó
 M r s . 
C r o c k e t t 
a t t e n d e d 
P i t t s b u r g 
S t a t e 
University.
 T h i s i s 
her fourth 
y e a r 
teaching at 
BMS. Mrs . 
CrockettÕs 
f a v o r i t e 
k i n d o f 
f o o d i s 
C h i n e s e , 
watermelon, 
and blackberries.
 Mrs. Crocket tÕs favor i te 
animal is a Baxter lion. If there 
was anything she wanted the 
newspaper to know about her it is 
that she at tended school in 
Baxter and graduated from Baxter 
High School. 
 O n e o f M r s . C r o c k e t t Õ s 
favorite quotes is 
 ÒIf we are to guard against 
ignorance and remain free, as 
Jefferson cautioned, it is the 
responsibility of every American 
to be informed,Ó by Ronald 
Reagan.  
 Thank you Mrs. Crockett for 
b e i n g t h i s m o n t h Õ s T e a c h e r 



spotlight give his or her name to 
Mrs.Hunt. !! ! ! !

Stuco
 

    by Tapanga Trickett

 They are hosting a Christmas 
Dance the 17 th  of December. ItÕs a 
semi-formal dance you can wear a 
dress or pants and a shirt. Mrs. 
Kellum said, ÒI would like to see 
everyone in something dressy, 
besides a plain t-shirt and blue 
jeans.Ó 
 This is the first time BMS is 
having a Christmas Dance. Most of 
the BMS students are excited to 
go and have fun. It cost $3.00 to 
get in, and a small fee for 
snacks. The dance starts at 5:30 
p.m. and ends at 7:30 p.m.     

Intramurals
By Savannah Hardiman

 BMS o f fe rs a f te r schoo l 
intramurals. We have basketball, 
volleyball, weights, golfing, and 
bowling intramurals. Basketball 
and weights are going on right 
n o w . Y o u c a n o n l y d o o n e 
intramural at a time. They start 
eve ry n i ne weeks . They a re 
everyday after school. So next 
time they have sign ups, you 
should. 

Pearl Harbor History

By Chandler Underhill

 O n D e c e m b e r 7 t h  1 9 4 1 , 
aircrafts of the Japanese Navy 
began an attack on the U.S. The 
Americans had deciphered Japan's 
code earlier and knew about a 
planned attack before it actually 
happened. The Americans failed to 
discover Japan's target location 
before the attack occurred. Under 
the command of Admiral Isoroku 
Y a m a m o t o t h e a t t a c k w a s 
devastating in loss of life. At 
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8:30 a .m. , Japanese p lanes, 
mostly torpedo bombers, attacked 
the f leet anchored in Pear l 
Harbor. The battleship, Arizona, 
was hit with an armor piercing 
bomb, which penetrated ammunition 
compartments, blowing the ship 
apart and sinking it. In general, 
nine ships of the U.S. fleet were 
sunk and 21 ships were damaged. 
The overall death was 2,350, 
including 68 civilians, and 1,178 
i n j u r e d . O f t h e m i l i t a r y 
personnel lost at Pearl Harbor, 
1,177 were from the ship Arizona . 
 It was a sad day for all 
Americans and their families. 
WeÕll the 68th anniversary this 
year.

 New Movies 
By Taylor Brooks

EverybodyÕs Fine-PG13 12\4\09

The Princess and The Frog-G 
12\11\09

Avatar-PG13 12\18\09

The Young Victoria-PG 
12\18\09

Alvin and The Chipmunks: The 
Squeakuel- PG 12\23\09

Leap Year-PG 1\8\10

Hoodwinked Too! Hood vs. 
Evil- PG 1\15\10

The Spy Next Door- PG 1\15\10

Extraordinary Measure- PG 
1\22\10

Tooth Fairy- PG 1\22\10



W h e n a s k e d a b o u t w h a t h e 
expects from us he said, Ò You 
should know how to act at this age. 
I really have high expectations for 
you guys.Ó He really thinks that 
next semester will be better. When 
asked about if we would go to Silver 
Dollar City, he said, Ò My gut 
feeling is yes, but I canÕt make any 
promises until after Christmas.Ó So 
donÕt get too excited yet.

Holiday Recipes
by Chandler Underhill

 
Glass Candy
 
 4 cups granulated sugar, 1 
3/4 cup light corn syrup, 1 cup 
of water, 1 tablespoon desired 
flavoring, 1 teaspoon flavoring 
oil
Food color, as desired

Line a 15 x 11-inch baking pan 
with foil and lightly grease 
or sprinkle evenly with a 
light coating of powdered 
sugar. Set aside.

In a medium pan combine sugar 
and corn syrup with water and 
cook over medium heat. Stir 
to dissolve sugar. Increase 
heat and bring to a boil.

With a brush dipped in water, 
wash down any crystals that 
form on the sides of the pan. 
Boil rapidly until candy 
thermometer registers 300*F 
(150*C), hard-crack stage.

Immediately remove from heat and 
stir in flavor extract and 
food color.

Pour into prepared pan. Let cool 
completely.

When hard, remove from pan. Break 
into pieces with kitchen mallet.
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Last Issue
By Clayton Morris

 This issue is the last issue 
from the first semester newspaper 
class. During this time, the class 
produced four newspapers. Each 
student reported and wrote articles 
about school issues. Newspaper class 
has 13 students ranging from 6 th  to 
8th  grade. Rima Rikat said, Ò I would 
take this class again because itÕs 
fun and easy.Ó Rikat also said, that 
she learned how to be confident and 
that you canÕt be lazy when it comes 
to doing articles.
 ÒI learned how to write an 
article,Ó said Savannah Hardiman, 8 th  
grade.
 Being in newspaper class takes 
a lot of hard work and most students 
are ready to try something new next 
semester. The number one thing most 
students learned was how to quote 
other people. 
 ÒIt takes courage and bravery 
to get into the battlefield of 
newspaper,Ó said Tyler Minor, 7 th  
grade. He enjoyed working with other 
students and writing articles about 
BMS.
 Next semester an entire new 
group of students will learn how to 
produce the Lions Mane News. 
 ÒStudents who want to be on the 
newspaper staff need to be ready to 
w o r k h a r d a n d t a l k t o o t h e r 
students,Ó said Mrs. Hunt, newspaper 
teacher. ÒOver a semester, students 
will report and write articles for 
four issues.Ó Mrs. Hunt also selects 
articles to send to the Baxter 
Springs newspaper and  The Galena 
Sentinel Times.  If you want to be in 
newspaper class talk to Mrs. Hunt or 
Mrs. Kellum.

A Talk  With  Mr. Jackson
By Ethan Crockett

 Mr. Jackson, our principal, 
says the school year has been going 
pretty good overall. He said that 
h e Õ s h a d m o r e s t u d e n t s b e i n g 
suspended the past couple of weeks, 
then all of this year. He said this 
yearÕs suspensions and detentions 
are considerably lower than last 
yearÕs. He doesnÕt know if itÕs the 
teachers or the new students.
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Gifts You Can Make
By Ethan Crockett
 If this Christmas youÕre 
running low on money, you can always 
make gifts to give as presents. 
  

• You could make ornaments for 
youÕre Christmas tree.

• You could make stars or an 
angel.

• You could put up pine cones for 
an ornament.

• You could always make food such 
as cookies, cakes, pies etc. 

• If you have anything that you 
donÕt want like a toy, you 
could give it away. 

• The best gift you could give is 
your time. Help out an nursing 
home. 

• Cheer up some people.
 

Gift Donations
By Sydney Kudritzki

 As some of you know, parents 
are having a hard time finding 
jobs. Some have not had a job for 
a very long time. Parents that 
donÕt have jobs canÕt buy gifts 
for their children. If you want 
to help any of these families you 
can donate toys and other gifts 
to any of these locations:

1. Rangeline Walmart in 
Joplin,Mo.

    Enter at the ÒLow PricesÓ 
door 
   
   2.KOAM Toybox 
 3 miles North of Crestline 
(South of Pittsburg)
 417-624-0233

   3. Fellowship Baptist Church 
 620-856-2456
 Also for the KOAM 
Toybox 

.$+")/+0*
By Savannah Hardiman

 IÕm against school uniforms 
because they donÕt let you express 
your individuality and style, plus I 
donÕt think we could afford them. 

Some students who donÕt like rules 
may become more rebellious against 
the un i forms. Even though IÕm 
against school uniforms there are 
some good things about them. Some 
kids who canÕt afford name brand 
clothes would be able to fit in 
better with the kids who could and 
wouldnÕt feel as bad and out of 
place. The school uniforms would 
make the kids at school look more 
professional, and they promote good 
discipline. 
 Mr. Jackson said, ÒPersonally I 
would feel good about them, there 
wou ld no l onge r be a v i s i b l e 
Socioeconomic Status (haveÕs vs. 
have nots).Ó 
 Even though there are good 
things about school uniforms I still 
donÕt think theyÕd be a good idea at 
our school.

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
         by Johnathan Evans

Tawny Berry      12/5/95
Chandler Underhill 12/6/95
Cory Seller   12/10/96 
Harleigh Graves    12/11/96
Jacob Bowles   12/13/95
Tapanga Trickett   12/13/95
Nicole Thomas      12/16/96
Felicia House   12/18/94
Emilee Wright   12/20/95
Maranda Shoemaker  12/24/96
Christopher Huff   12/27/95
Brandon Scnieders  12/28/95
Mark Turcotte   12/29/94
Jospia Rikat   12/29/97
Matthew Howard 12/31/97

December Holidays
By Taylor Brooks

6th- Saint Nicholas Day 
Christain

8th  Bodhi Day !  (Rohatsu)- 
 Buddhism

Immaculate Conception 
Catholic Christian

12th  Feast Day - Our Lady 
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of Guadalupe 
 Catholic Christian
12th -19 th  Hanukkah 
 Jewish
16th -Dec 25 th  Posadas 

Navidenas 
 Christian
18th  Hijra - New Year- 

Islam
21st  Solstico

Yule - Christian
Yule - Wicca !  northern 

hemisphere

Litha - Wicca !  southern 
hemisphere

25th  Christmas- Christian
26th  Zarathosht Diso 

(Death of Prophet 
Zarathushtra- 
Zoroastrian

27th  Feast of the Holy 
Family 

  Catholic Christian
Ashura
Islam

28th  Holy Innocents 
Christian

31st  Watch Night  
Christian

Advice
By Tyler Minor

www. Frugal Village.com

 HolidayÕs is a great time to 
be kind to others.

ÒNo act  of  kindness,  however  small,  is 

ever wasted .Ó Ñ  Aesop
 
 A random act of kindness is 
doing something nice for someone 
o ther than yourse l f w i thout 
wanting anything in return. The 
beauty of kindness is that one 
s i m p l e g e s t u r e c a n m a k e a 
difference. The Òpower of oneÓ 
has the capacity to spread like 
wildfire. It makes the world a 
better place. IÕm challenging you 

to do something kind for someone 
today. It can be a friend, family 
member or a complete stranger. It 
doesnÕt have to cost tons of 
money, so donÕt let that stop 
you. Times are tough. Many people 
are crabby, down, or stressed. 
Brighten someoneÕs day! Bonus 
points if itÕs anonymous. YouÕll 
be happy you did.  Here are a few 
suggestions:

THANK-YOU NOTE: Write a thank-you 
note to someone today. There are 
so many people we come across in 
our day who migh t no t fee l 
appreciated. They donÕt expect 
thanks, but they are certainly 
deserving of it. If you donÕt 
feel up to writing, then give 
someone a sincere compliment.
LOOSE CHANGE: Leave some loose 
change somewhere. It can be in a 
vending or gum ball machine. 
Feeling more generous? Leave a 
big tip next time you dine out, 
or leave coupons on a grocery-
store shelf.
LISTEN:  When we ask someone how 
they are, how often does our 
attention trail off? Take time to 
really listen to someone. Seek 
out someone who is lonely, and 
spend time with him or her.
GIVE:  Think of someone to send an 
anonymous gift to. Or do an act 
of charity. You can donate your 
time, items, or skills. There are 
people who will truly benefit 
from this selfless act. 
SMILE:  Make it a point to smile 
the day away. No one wants to see 
unhappy people. Refrain from 
being negative. 
Food: Give a treat or meal to 
someone as a surprise today.
Be Neighborly: Share a plant or 
veggie from your garden, shovel a 
walkway, offer your driveway if 
they have guests, bring their 
trash barrels to and from the 
curb, and spend time talking with 
them.
Look around: Seek out ways to be 
kind, comforting, concerned, and 
helpful. Take the focus away from 
your busy life and think about 
others.
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Middle School 

Boy's Basketball 

Schedule
By Rima Rikat

January 18 @ St. MaryÕs Away

January 21 @ Northeast Away

January 25 @ Frontenac Home 

January 28 @ Galena Home

February 1 @ Southwest Home

February 4 @ Riverton Away

February 8 @ Girard Away

February 11 @ 1 st  Round Tournament 
(7 th ) TBA

February 15 @ 1 st  Round Tournament 
(8 th ) TBA

February 17 @ 2 nd Round Tournament 
(7 th ) TBA

 
February 18 @ 2 nd Round Tournament 

(8 th ) TBA

February 22 @ 3 rd  Round Tournament 
(7 th  and 8 th ) Away

Strange BUT True Laws

In Texas, it's against the law for 
anyone to have a pair of pliers in his or her 

possession. 

In Philadelphia, you can't put pretzels 
in bags based on an Act of 1760. 

Alaska law says that you can't look at 
a moose from an airplane. 

In Corpus Christie, Texas, it is illegal to 
raise alligators in your home. 

In Miami, it is forbidden to imitate an 
animal. 

It is against the law to mispronounce 
the name of the State of Arkansas in that 

State. 

In Illinois, the law is that a car must 
be driven with the steering wheel. 

California law prohibits a woman 
from driving a car while dressed in a 

housecoat. 

In Memphis, Tennessee, a woman is 
not to drive a car unless a man warns 

approaching motorists or pedestrians by 
walking in front of the car that is being 

driven. 

In Tennessee, it is against the law to 
drive a car while sleeping. 

In New York, it is against the law for 
a blind person to drive an automobile. 

In West Virginia, only babies can ride 
in a baby carriage. 

In Georgia, it is against the law to slap 
a man on the back or front. 

A barber is not to advertise prices in 
the State of Georgia. 

In Louisiana, a bill was introduced 
years ago in the State House of 

Representatives that Þxed a ceiling on 
haircuts for bald men of 25 cents.

In Oklahoma, no baseball team can hit 
the ball over the fence or out of a ballpark.  
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In the Halls of BMS


