Baxter Springs Middle School

[image: image1..pict]

David Jackson
1520 Cleveland

Principal
Baxter Springs, KS 66713

            620-856-3355                                                                                 FAX 620-856-4197

TO:  USD 508 BOE Members

FROM:   David Jackson

RE:  BMS Student Handbook Changes

DATE:  6-4-09

I am proposing the following items be added/changed in the BMS Student Handbook for the 2009-10 school year:

LUNCH & BELL SCHEDULE

1st Period:
8:15-9:03

2nd Period:
9:07-9:56

3rd Period:
10:00-10:48

4th Period:
10:52-12:07


1st Lunch:  10:52-11:17


2nd Lunch:  11:17-11:42  


3rd Lunch:  11:42-12:07

5th Period:
12:11-12:58

6th Period:
1:02-1:48

7th Period:
1:52-2:39

8th Period:
2:43-3:30

_____________________________________________________________________________

FINALS AND EXEMPTION POLICY
This policy was taken from BHS.  The former BMS policy was based on individual class grades and was far too confusing for everyone involved.  The new policy is an “all or none” policy.  
Semester exams are required in all classes in which a student is enrolled.

 
All students are required to take Final Exams unless they meet the following exemption requirements in ALL classes.

  2 absences and an A average



            1 absence and a B average







0 absences and a C average

To be exempt from any finals, students must not have any detentions, nor may they have been assigned an ALC or received OSS during the semester.

If a student misses a class for a school function or bereavement for an immediate family member, those absences will not count toward the Final Exemption Policy.
This section was previously “Church” night.
FAMILY NIGHT 
Wednesday night is family night in the Baxter Springs community.  As a result, we will try not to schedule school activities after 6:00 p.m.   Students are encouraged to participate in family activities.

ELIGIBILITY

To participate in interscholastic athletics, a student must carry five new subjects and pass at least five subjects to be eligible the following semester.  

To participate in intramurals, you are not allowed to make an F in any class.  

Summer school does not count for eligibility.

LOCKERS

The following was added to this section:  Students will be required to keep the assigned combination lock secured (locked) on the assigned locker.  This policy was successful at BMS this school year.
The following was taken from the BHS student handbook.  This “list” is very similar to the paragraphs in the BMS handbook but I felt this format was much easier to follow.
DRESS CODE
     All aspects of dress and personal appearance are extremely important in achieving the best atmosphere for educational attainment.  Students are expected to keep themselves well groomed and neatly dressed at all times.  Dress and appearance must not present health or safety hazards, be indecent, disruptive, distracting, or inappropriate for the classroom.  

The following are guidelines for students to follow:

1. All students must wear shoes, boots, or other types of footwear. Spaghetti straps, halter tops, and tank tops, as well as shirts or dresses that have thin straps that expose the shoulders, chest, back, or midriff will not be permitted.  Shirts must have sleeves. All shirts must be able to be tucked in when the arms are extended above the head.

2. Regardless of the size of the student, the length of shorts, skirts, dresses, etc., must be mid-thigh.

3. No excessively baggy, loose, or tight clothing will be allowed.

4. No hats or other head coverings, including bandanas, are allowed within the building for boys or girls.

5. Wallet chains are not allowed.

6. Sunglasses are not to be worn in the building.

7. Torn or cut up clothing that violates the mid-thigh restriction and unstrapped overalls are prohibited.

8. Jeans, slacks, pants, and shorts that are worn below the waistline are prohibited.

9. Facial, tongue, nose, or body piercing (except for the ears) will not be allowed.

10. Any clothing or accessory that promotes tobacco, alcohol, or drug use or is found to reveal obscene or vulgar material will not be permitted.  Any clothing that has inappropriate suggestive language will not be permitted.

11. All cleavage, front and back, must be covered up at all times while on the school premises.

12. Extreme make-up, unnatural hairstyles or colors, or the wearing of inappropriate accessories will not be allowed.

13. No clothing or accessories that can be perceived as gang-related will be allowed.

14. Dress at school activities must be supportive of the educational environment and follow rules of common decency.

     Appropriate personal grooming is conducive to a desired learning environment.  Any practice judged distracting or disruptive will be dealt with on an individual basis.  The final decision concerning questionable dress will be made by the administration.  Any student who is in violation of the dress code will be required to change clothes or return home until that individual’s dress is in compliance with the school policy.
